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PATENTING IN THE FIELD OF PACKAGING
PROGRAMME — 13 DECEMBER 2023

Description This is an online workshop for Spanish patent system 
stakeholders with the participation of patent examiners 
from the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (SPTO) 
and from the European Patent Office (EPO).

The workshop will focus on the challenges of patenting 
in the area of packaging, more specifically: B65B, B65D 
and B31B.

The total time required for this activity is approximately 
three and a half hours.

Technical arrangements
The event workshop will take place at the SPTO, and the 
EPO patent examiners will participate remotely. 
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Wednesday,  
13 December

08.55 Welcome
Mª José de Concepción, Director of the Patent 
and Technological Information Department, 
SPTO

09.00 Introduction to Spanish patenting activity 
in the field of packaging 
Leopoldo Belda, Head of Patent examination 
in General Mechanics, SPTO

09.10 EPO patenting trends in the field of 
packaging: B65B, B65D and B31B
David Grondin and Michel Schmitt, patent 
examiners, EPO

09.20 IPC and CPC in the field of packaging
Javier Riesco, SPTO (for IPC), David Grondin and 
Michel Schmitt, EPO (for CPC)

 Q&A

09.50 The main challenges for assessing inventive 
step: plausibility of a technical effect alleged 
by applicant, and combination of technical 
features without synergy
Michel Schmitt, EPO

 Q&A

10.20 Allowability of amendments based on drawings
David Grondin, EPO

 Q&A

10.50 Break
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11.00 Presentations by stakeholders in the field
Beatriz Requena Blanes,
Legal Manager & Compliance Officer 
(Quadpack)

Adelaida Prieto
Responsable de la Unidad de Dirección de 
Proyectos e IPR (ITENE – Instituto Tecnológico 
del Embalaje)

M. Auxiliadora Prieto 
Profesora de Investigación de CSIC 
-Investigadora principal del grupo de 
biotecnología de polímeros CIB-MS CSIC
Coordinadora de la plataforma interdisciplinar 
de plásticos sostenibles para una economía 
circular (Susplast-CSIC).

María José Fabra Rovira 
Científico Titular del CSIC (en el Instituto de 
Agroquímica y Tecnología de Alimentos) 

12.00 Round table

12.20 Concluding remarks and close of workshop
Leopoldo Belda and Mª José de Concepción
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